
East Bangor Fire Department Blood Drive

to honor Corporal Mike Flaherty 

and support Bangor Area High School*

@ 30 East Central Avenue

East Bangor, PA 18013

Sunday, October 4th

8:00 am – 3:00 pm

To schedule an appointment 

visit GIVEaPINT.org and 

use Sponsor Code 1346.

*THE BANGOR AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT NEITHER ENDORSES NOR SPONSORS THE 
ORGANIZATION/ACTIVITY REPRESENTED IN THIS DOCUMENT.  THE DISTRIBUTION OF THIS 
MATERIAL IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS PROVIDED AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE.



Corporal Michael Flaherty was a man’s man, an all-around nice guy 
without a mean bone in his body.  His passion in life was helping others 

and making them feel valued.  His outgoing, witty humor, generous, 
caring, kind and determined personality captivated all he came in contact 

with throughout his lifetime.  His life became whole when he became a 
police officer in 2010.  He started his career, or true calling, as a part time 

officer in East Bangor.  Shortly after, he was hired as a full time police 
officer at East Stroudsburg University.  He worked both departments for 

years and was an indescribable asset to both, contributing to the 
unification of the community in both a town setting and campus setting.  

His impact on helping others cannot even begin to be counted.  No matter 
what incident he was called to, he always went into it with an open and 

non-judgmental mind set.   He holds a special place in the hearts of all he 
came in contact with no matter the situation.

He was a positive influence in the East Stroudsburg community for many 
years, volunteering with Little League with his oldest son, Ryan (27) and 

continuing the tradition with his middle son, Liam (10) and youngest son, 
Conor (5).  He was also a positive influence in the lives and growth of 

many through his involvement with Cub Scouts Pack 100.

Life changed in September of 2014.  Mike and I found out that we were pregnant with our second son.  Three days 
later Mike was diagnosed with Ocular Melanoma, cancer of the eye.  We went from elated to devastation just hearing 

the word cancer.  He had to have his eye nucleated in November because the tumor was so profound.  He got his 
prosthetic put in in February 2015.  He started on an oral chemo and things were great for about 8 months.  In April of 

2016 his scans showed that the cancer had metastasized to his liver.  It was caught early and he was put on an 
immunotherapy trial.  He traveled to Philly weekly for treatments, it became our new normal. We were so optimistic that 
the cancer would stay at bay, and it did until February of this year.  His liver became compromised 40% within a month.  

The next step in treatment was chemo embolization.  He completed three of those.

Our worse fear became reality on Wednesday ,July 28, his liver was so compromised that there was nothing more that 
could be done and he was taken off all treatment.  The prognosis was weeks to months. The following weekend we had a 
major setback and ended up in the hospital for 2 days.  The prognosis went from weeks to months to days, maybe a week.  
We prepared our kids for the inevitable and it was the worst thing to have to go through.  Things progressed so quickly that 

three days after being released from the hospital the fight just became too much and Mike passed away at home in the 
early hours of Friday August 7, a day before our 12-year anniversary.

Mike was truly one of a kind.  There are no words to describe just what an impact he had in the lives of so many.  
He would drop anything to help anyone.   He brightened any situation with his smile or humor.  He never let the cancer 

run his life or complained about his health concerns.  His passion was inspiring everyone he came in contact with.  
He was my best friend, amazing father and remarkable friend who will truly be missed by so many.


